
Contemporary interest for spirituality and 
spiritual care, is a fact of life. Within the 
RESSPIR network – French acronym for 
Health, Care and Spiritualities Network – 
we are aiming at bringing together people 
and institutions grappling with this fact in 
Francophone environments and globally also, 
in the rest of the world.
The surging demand for « spiritual 
development » reflects a cultural mutation, 
matched in medical care for certain countries, 
by the gradual transformation of purely 
pastoral accompaniment into some forms of 
spiritual accompaniment, that raise the stake 
of pastoral mandates, professionalization, and 
the necessary skills required to do so. Through 
our network, we foster an approach tapping 
into their broad interdisciplinary spiritual 
depth.

Coordination

The Health, Care and Spiritualities 
Network (RESSPIR) is located inside 
the Institute for Religions, Spiritualities, 
Cultures and Societies of the Université 
catholique de Louvain (UCL).

Grand Place, 45 bte L3.01.02
1348 Louvain-La-Neuve, 
Belgique

Tél. 0032 (0) 493 24 88 04 
info@resspir.org

Coordination 
serena.buchter@uclouvain.be
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This network purports to

k	Promote within our societies and cultures: 
a better understanding, recognition and 
integration of spirituality in the web of 
healthcare services interwoven with 
religious threads.

k	Contribute to the development of 
interdisciplinary approaches, empowering 
actors in their own history and 
relationship to the self, others as well as 
institutions.

k	Promote research, training and expertise 
in this field especially.

It is

k	 International
k	Francophone, but also published 

materials in English and German
k	 Interdisciplinary

Objectives

k	 Increase professional awareness of the 
spiritual and religious dimensions.

k	Support the spiritual and religious 
accompanying staff and help them deepen 
their skills.

k	Sensitize communitarian bodies to the 
benefit of an inclusion of spirituality into 
healthcare issues, helping them design 
appropriate policies.

Means

k	The web platform: www.resspir.org

k	 Information: existing trainings, 
bibliographies, online pedagogical tools.

k	Research Support.
	
k	Support for professional teachers, 

leaders: experiences sharing, 
consulting, supervising, internships, 
hands-on test runs.

	
k	Social and political sensitization.

k	Think tanks on values exploitable by 
mutating healthcare institutions.
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